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A clear focus on
sustainable investment
Foreword from Adam Rhodes
Managing Director, Rhodes Wealth Management
I am sure, like most of us, you are looking
forward to the full lift of restrictions (at
least for now), thanks to the success of the
vaccination programme.
When I reflect back on the last 18 months,
there have been many personal and collective
lessons we’ve all learnt from the COVID-19
pandemic. It’s caused people to adjust their
social responsibilities and consider their values
and what’s most important to them – and all
these things have big implications when it comes
to investing.
The pandemic has shone a spotlight on how
companies treat their employees, protect their
customers, and help guide their suppliers through
a time of crisis. This is part of our criteria when we
choose which companies and funds to invest in.
We are seeing more and more investors choosing to
tilt their investments towards sustainability-focused
companies.
With that in mind, this issue is very much focused on
the consequential matter of sustainable investing,

a subject which has guided our investment
philosophy for many years and is more prevalent
today than it ever has been.
Yours sincerely,

Adam Rhodes

“It’s caused people to adjust their social
responsibilities and consider their values
and what’s most important to them”

Why it’s important to
invest responsibly
Responsible investing is all
about aligning your personal
moral compass with your
investment portfolio.
The funds you choose and
the companies you choose to
invest in can not only have an
impact on the financial value
of an investment, but also on
the world around us.

Responsible investing is all about aligning your
personal moral compass with your investment
portfolio. The funds you choose and the companies
you choose to invest in can not only have an impact
on the financial value of an investment, but also on
the world around us.

Responsible investing centres around ‘ESG’ which
stands for ‘economic, social and governance’ – it’s
assessing those three factors and the consequences
of their activities in the world when it comes to
investing.

To give you an idea of what ESG covers, here are some examples:

ENVIRONMENTAL

SOCIAL

GOVERNANCE

Climate change

Child labour

Bribery and corruption

Deforestation

Employee relations

Board diversity

Plastic waste

Human rights

Tax affairs

Pollution

Modern slavery

Political lobbying and
donations

Being a responsible investor means investing your money with companies or
institutions which consider the above ESG factors (amongst others) alongside
your personal values and financial goals.

Let’s look at the ESG factors in more detail as to how they might relate to the investments you choose:

Environmental

Environmental risks created by a company’s activities
can have potential negative impact on air, land, water,
ecosystems and human health, including waste and
pollution, resource depletion, greenhouse gas emissions,
deforestation and climate change.

Social

Social risks refer to the impact that companies can have on
society. These might include how a business looks after the
well-being and rights of their people and communities –
including working conditions, conflicts, health and safety,
employee relations and diversity.

Governance

Governance risks concern the way in which companies are
run. For example, how fairly they pay their staff, how diverse
are their employees and board, what their tax strategies are
and whether there are any cases of bribery and corruption.

Hopefully, this will give you a better understanding of the things to look out for when choosing particular
investments and fund managers.You should also...

Consider your personal values
Before embarking on any investment, decide what’s
ethical for you and what areas of economic, social
and governance you are really passionate about.
Consider what industries you want (and wouldn’t
want) to support to help you narrow down your
choice of investments.
Doing this will help you choose investments in line
with your principles.
When investing with us, we seek our clients’
personal views on responsible investment, and we
openly share our processes and activity, so our clients
are comfortable with their investment decisions.
St. James’s Place fund managers maintain an ongoing
discussion with companies in which they invest on
financially material ESG issues.

This includes:
• Setting minimum standards for St. James’s
Place fund managers during selection so they can
meet our expectations for responsible investment.
• Continuously monitoring fund managers to
verify they are conducting engagement activity.
• Ongoing communication with the fund
managers to discuss activity and share the
St. James’s Place strategic insight.
• Sharing St. James’s Place processes and
activity, so our clients are comfortable with
investment decisions.
The value of an investment with St. James’s Place
will be directly linked to the performance of the
funds selected and may fall as well as rise.You may
get back less than the amount invested.

Client Events
Join us for our Quarterly Market Update

On 22nd September 2021
at 1pm at Wollaton Hall in Nottingham NG8 2AE
With guest speaker Darren Johnson from St. James’s Place Wealth Management.
Please note – although we are aiming to host the event in person, if Coronavirus restrictions return then this
event may switch to an online presentation.
TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE
visit: https://rhodeswealthmanagement.co.uk/events/quarterly-market-update-sep/
SAVE THE DATE:

19th November 2022

For the next Quarterly Market Update at Stapleford Park. More details will follow shortly.

Responsible Investing
We are seeing a global trend towards responsible
investing, but what does it actually mean and how
does it relate to your financial portfolio?
Here are answers to five common questions that you may
have been too afraid to ask:
What is responsible investing?
Responsible investment is an approach to investing that
aims to incorporate ESG (environmental, social and
governance) factors into investment decisions, to better
manage risk and generate sustainable, long-term returns.
How can I start investing ethically?
The starting point is to review what companies
and funds are available to you through investment
portfolios, stocks and shares ISAs and personal
pensions.

How can you tell if a company is socially
responsible?
Your financial adviser will work with you to
source the right investments products according
to your personal values and financial goals.
Manager selection is critical, and we have a
thorough process to help clients identify the
sustainable funds that are driving lasting positive
impact, whilst generating returns.

At Rhodes Wealth Management, our entire fund
range meets high standards of responsible investing.
The fund invests in a range of companies already
well-positioned for the transition to a globalised
sustainable world. The fund manager explores
a company’s character to appraise how they
manage ESG risks and plan for the future, and St.
James’s Place conduct a thorough analysis of how
a company combats emergent threats, and seeks
competitive advantage.
St. James’s Place work closely with clients to help
decide which companies and funds match your
personal values and continue to evolve the service to
provide a range of solutions specific to client needs,
goals and beliefs.

Why do I need to invest responsibly?
There are several reasons why you might choose to invest
responsibly. These might include personal values and beliefs
around socio-economic issues such as climate change, how
corporations conduct themselves and treat their employees,
and indeed whether out of principle, you would want to
invest in tobacco companies etc.
Choosing who and what you want to invest in often comes
down to aligning your personal values with the investments
you choose.
The value of an investment with St. James’s Place will be directly linked to the performance of the funds you
select and the value can therefore go down as well as up. You may get back less than you invested.

Using lockdown savings wisely
to get your finances back on track
There are very few personal benefits to being in lockdown,
but spending less money is certainly one of them.
With holiday plans cancelled, limited car journeys to take, no fancy
coffees and certainly no nights out – many of us have found that
we have extra money building up each month. In fact, Nationwide
Building Society, in February 2021, estimated that savers have put
away an average of £1,085.90 since last March, based on a survey
of Britons’ financial health during the pandemic and beyond.

Now that lockdown
restrictions are easing,
it’s important to use
our lockdown savings
wisely to help look
after our longer term
financial goals.
We’ve put together
five ways to use
lockdown savings to
help get your financial health on the right track:
1. Clear debts
If you have any credit cards, now is the time to
clear any balances so that you’re not charged
unnecessary interest. Debts usually cost more
than savings earn and by paying off your credit
card balance, it could free up any monthly
minimum payments that you are making and will
certainly save you paying interest.
2. Investing a lump sum into your pension
Increasing your monthly pension contributions
or paying a lump sum into your pension will help
boost your pension savings.You can put any lump
sum into your pension at any time which is a tax
efficient way of utilising your savings. In fact, the
sooner you can invest more into your pension,
the more time it will have to grow, potentially
giving you more income in retirement.
3. Use tax allowances
Making full use of tax allowances will help to
reduce the amount of tax you pay. This applies to
both ISA’s and pension. For example:
You can pay your whole allowance of £20,000 into
a Stocks and shares ISA, or into a Cash ISA or any
combination of these and you won’t pay income
tax on the interest, and any profits from these
investments are also free of Capital Gains Tax.

You can also earn tax relief on your pension. Tax
relief is paid on your pension contributions at the
highest rate of income tax you pay.
• Basic-rate taxpayers get 20% pension tax relief
• Higher-rate taxpayers can claim 40% pension
tax relief *
• Additional-rate taxpayers can claim 45%
pension tax relief *
*

on the basis that any tax relief over the basic rate is claimed via your
annual tax return.

4. Build an emergency fund
It’s important to give yourself a ‘financial cushion’
to help support you through time that you may
not be able to work or earn income, or also for
any large emergency items that you may not
otherwise have budgeted for such as a new boiler,
roof or car. A general rule of them is to save
between 3-6 months of your salary into a savings
account that you can access quickly and easily.
5. Speak to an expert
Finally, to make the most
of any lockdown savings,
reduce your tax bill and
save enough for your
future, we strongly advise
you speak to an expert.
Contact our team today (https://
rhodeswealthmanagement.co.uk/contact/)
The value of an investment with St. James’s Place will
be directly linked to the performance of the funds
selected and the value may fall as well as rise.You may
get back less than the amount invested. An investment
in a Stocks and Shares ISA will not provide the same
security of capital associated with a Cash ISA.
The levels and bases of taxation, and reliefs from
taxation, can change at any time and are generally
dependent on individual circumstances.

C OMPANY

N EWS

New Nottingham office New recruits
We are pleased to
strengthen team
announce the opening
of an additional office
at Bridgford Business
Centre, West Bridgford
in Nottingham.

The Nottingham office
forms the next step in
our strategy to develop
the business and enhance our client offering.
The new location will make it easier for our
Nottinghamshire based clients to meet us in person,
whilst also giving us a presence in a thriving area
of the city. This not only helps us to accommodate
our team members who are located closer to
Nottingham than our Brailsford offices, but also
allows us to continue to recruit the highest calibre of
team member from a larger talent pool.

Appointment of new
Mortgage Consultant
We are delighted to welcome
Omar Ghafoor to the team.
Omar is an experienced
mortgage adviser with several
years of experience. He is an
expert in making the process
effortless and seamless for his
clients, as well as providing
a reliable service using his
extensive knowledge of
mortgage products and criteria.
Your home may be repossessed if
you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

Colin Crowther joins RWM
in a newly created position of
‘Development Manager’. Colin
will head up our advice team and
enable us to deliver enhanced
client outcomes. Colin has over
30 years’ experience in financial
services and hold advanced
diploma qualification for both
financial planning and learning
and development.
Sameer Ullah joined Rhodes
Wealth Management in June
having graduated through the St.
James’s Place Academy in 2017.
Since graduating the Academy,
Sameer has been running
his own wealth management
Practice, but has now decided
to join RWM to benefit from
the greater support a Practice
of our scale can offer. Sameer
enjoys working closely with his clients to develop
bespoke long term solutions.
Nik Radojcic was only
recently appointed as a Wealth
Management consultant for
RWM. Nik had a very successful
career in mortgage advice before
deciding to undertake his diploma
studies and become a fully
qualified financial adviser. Nik is
excited to begin the next stage of
his professional career and be able
to offer the full holistic wealth
management advice to new and existing clients.

Rhodes rated Top Rated
Financial Adviser
Managing Director, Adam Rhodes has just been rated
one of the Top Rated Financial Advisers by VouchedFor,
distributed in The Times.
A big thank you to all our clients who have left reviews for
us and ensured we featured in this exclusive list.

www.rhodeswealthmanagement.co.uk

rwm@sjpp.co.uk

01332 497670

Our privacy notice is available on our website which informs you how to opt out
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